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THE  GAP  BETWEEN  GENEVA  AND  CAPITOL  HILL 


from  War,”  which  contains  the  U.S.  program  for  gen¬ 
eral  and  complete  disarmament.  Rep.  James  B.  Utt. 
Calif.,  has  called  it  a  “19-page  booklet  of  disaster 
defeat  and  surrender.” 


The  distance  between  Geneva  and  Capitol  Hill  is  some 
4000  miles.  But  events  of  the  last  month  show  that 
the  distance  is  even  farther  in  terms  of  attitudes  and 
basic  assumptions. 


Before  the  U.S.  plan  was  tabled  at  Geneva,  Sen.  Barry 
Goldwater,  Ariz.,  read  a  UPl  dispatch  from  Geneva 
saying  the  United  States  would  offer  a  plan  to  elim¬ 
inate  national  armies  within  nine  years  and  replace 
them  with  a  UN  force.  The  report  was  somewhat  inac¬ 
curate  as  to  timing,  since  the  second  stage  is  to  be 
completed  in  six  years,  but  the  time  for  completion  of 
the  third  stage  is  unspecified.  Sen.  Strom  Thurmond, 
S.C.,  termed  the  report  “completely  unthinkable.”  Sen. 
Goldwater  said,  “I  cannot  imagine  any  member  of  our 
Government  ever  suggesting  that  we  should  do  away 
with  our  Armed  Forces  within  a  period  of  nine  years, 
or  90  years.”  Sen.  John  Sparkman,  Ala.,  said,  “I  thor¬ 
oughly  disbelieve  it.”  Sen.  J.  W.  Fulbright  counseled 
Senators  not  to  leave  the  impression  that  the  Senate 
was  not  in  favor  of  anv  kind  of  disarmament. 


At  Geneva,  negotiators  at  the  17  nation  disarmament 
conference  are  looking  to  the  future,  attempting  to 
fashion  the  institutions  and  policies  of  a  world  of  law 
and  order.  The  United  States  has  just  tabled  the  most 
comprehensive  and  specific  series  of  proposals  for  a 
treaty  on  general  and  complete  disarmament  ever  pre¬ 
sented  by  our  Government. 


But  on  Capitol  Hill  most  Senators  and  Congressmen 
show  little  awareness  of  the  imperative  need  for  world 
disarmament  and  world  law  in  the  nuclear  space  age. 
This  has  been  obvious  in  the  debate  on  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  military  policy,  and  testing  of  nuclear  weapons. 


Perhaps  some  encouragement  can  be  drawn  from  Con¬ 
gressional  attacks  on  the  UN  and  on  U.S.  disarmament 
plans:  They  show  that  the  UN  is  becoming  an  in¬ 
creasingly  influential  force  on  the  world  stage,  and 
that  some  people  are  beginning  to  take  disarmament 
proposals  seriously.  These  discussions  are  an  essential 
part  of  a  great  national  debate  which  must  take  place 
as  men  move  from  an  era  of  unrestricted  national 
sovereignty  and  international  anarchy  to  a  world  sys¬ 
tem  of  law  and  order. 


SENATE  APPROVES  LOAN  TO  UN.  On  the 

evening  of  April  5  the  Senate  voted  70-22  to  authorize 
the  President  to  lend  the  UN  up  to  $100  million  to  help 
meet  the  financial  crises  caused  by  UN  operations  in 
the  Congo  and  the  Middle  East. 

The  President  got  less  than  the  outright  authority  to 
buy  $100  million  in  UN  bonds  at  2%  interest  for  25 
years  which  he  had  requested.  Instead,  the  Senate 
approved  a  loan  of  $25  million  with  authority  to  match 
purchases  by  other  nations  up  to  an  additional  $75 
million.  At  present  other  nations  are  committed  to  buy 
some  $64  million  in  UN  bonds.  The  President  did  get 
more  than  many  had  expected  because  of  a  face-saving 
compromise  negotiated  with  Sen.  George  Aiken,  Vt., 
who  abandoned  his  advocacy  of  a  three-year  loan. 


NEW  U.S.  DISARMAMENT  PROPOSALS.  On 

.^pril  18,  the  U.S.  negotiator,  Arthur  H.  Dean,  pre¬ 
sented  a  three-stage  disarmament  plan,  to  cut  world 
military  forces  by  two-thirds  in  six  years  and  ultimately 
to  replace  all  national  armies  with  a  United  Nations 
Force.  Inspection  requirements  were  not  spelled  out. 
An  attempt  was  made,  however,  to  move  toward  a  com¬ 
promise  on  the  difficult  question  of  inspection  by  pro¬ 
posing  a  series  of  spot  checks  in  certain  areas. 

\'k  vour  Congressman  to  semi  you  the  2.5  page  “Outline  of  Basic 
Proii  "ions  of  a  Treaty  .  .  .”  by  ACDA.  For  a  good  iliscussion  of  the 
current  situation,  write  for  “Initiatives  to  Break  the  Geneva  Impasse,” 
N\NE.  17  East  4.5th  St.,  N.  Y.  17.  10<‘. 


^  The  authorization  hill  now  goes  to  the  House  for 
action.  Then  a  separate  appropriation  hill  must  he 
approveil  hy  both  Houses.  Letters  are  nee<h*<l  now. 


Much  of  the  criticism  during  debate  on  the  UN  cen¬ 
tered  around  ( 1 )  the  failure  of  other  nations  to  pay 
their  assessments;  (2)  the  shift  in  UN  power  from  the 


Congressional  Attitudes.  Several  members  have  at¬ 
tacked  the  State  Department’s  pamphlet,  “Freedom 


U.S.  resumption  of  nuclear  weapons  tests  in  the  Paeifie  has  caused  deep  disappointment  and 
sorrow  for  many.  Have  you  written  your  views  to  the  President  and  your  Congressman? 
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Security  Council,  where  the  Great  Powers  have  a  veto, 
to  the  veto-free  General  Assembly  where  each  nation 
has  one  vote;  and  (3)  the  argument  that  the  United 
States  should  rely  more  on  military  alliances,  like 
NATO,  and  unilateral  action  and  less  upon  the  UN. 

HOUSE  VOTES  HUGE  ARMS  BILL.  On  April 
18  the  House  voted  388-0  to  appropriate  $47,839,- 
491,000  for  the  Department  of  Defense  for  the  year 
beginning  July  1.  This  is  $1.3  billion  more  than  the 
previous  year  and  $7.5  billion  more  than  the  last  De¬ 
fense  Department  appropriation  in  the  Eisenhower 
Administration.  Additional  billions  for  military  con¬ 
struction,  civil  defense,  atomic  energy  and  foreign  aid 
will  bring  total  military  spending  to  $52.7  billion. 

The  bill  includes  funds  to  help  buy  over  1000  land- 
based  intercontinental  ballistic  missiles  and  650  Polaris 
submarines  by  1967,  and  $1,981,000  for  “entertain¬ 
ment”  by  the  Department  of  Defense.  During  the  rela¬ 
tively  brief  debate  there  was  no  discussion  of  the  futil¬ 
ity  or  immorality  of  nuclear  war  or  the  need  for 
disarmament. 

Okinawa  —  II. S.  “Colony"”.  During  the  April  16  House 
debate  on  authorizing  funds  for  military  construction, 
several  members  were  critical  of  an  Administration 
effort  to  reduce  U.S.  military  control  on  Okinawa  and 
appoint  a  Civil  Administrator.  Rep.  Leslie  Arends,  Ill., 
said: 

“Except  for  a  few  thousand  natives,  there  is  really  nothin" 
there  of  value  except  our  military  installations.  .  .  .  We  have 
approximately  SI  hillion  in  military  construction  and  equip¬ 
ment  in  this  chain  of  islands.  The  operation  and  maintenance 
of  these  facilities  cost  around  SI  HO  million  a  year.  ...  1  ask, 
why  is  it  so  necessary  to  name  a  Civil  Administrator  at  all?  .  .  . 
Because  Japan  wants  it  is  no  reason  why  we  should  do  it.  Our 
national  security  is  at  stake.  This  is  another  of  those  typical 
State  Department  retreats — yielding  to  demands  of  other 
countries.” 

\^'a8le  In  Military  Spending  Hit.  During  Senate  debate 
on  the  military  construction  bill.  Sen.  William  Prox- 
mire,  Wis.,  noted  that  the  proposed  new  Forrestal  class 
aircraft  carrier  would  cost  more  than  $1  billion.  He 
noted  that  total  expenditures  in  1961  for  area  redevel¬ 
opment,  urban  renewal,  old  age  housing  and  research 
into  cancer  and  other  diseases  were  only  S755  million. 
In  replying  to  Sen.  Proxmire’s  criticisms.  Sen.  Russell, 
Ga.,  said: 

“I  agree  with  the  Senator  that  there  is  great  waste  in  the 
program,  too.  ...  I  have  observed,  over  a  period  of  al¬ 
most  ,30  years  in  the  Senate,  that  there  is  something 
about  buying  arms  with  which  to  kill,  to  destroy,  to  wipe 
out  cities,  and  to  obliterate  great  transportation  sys¬ 
tems  which  causes  men  not  to  reckon  the  dollar  cost  as 
close  as  they  do  when  they  think  about  proper  housing 
and  the  care  of  the  health  of  human  heiiigs." 

THE  LIBERAL  PAPERS.  A  new  book  is  stirring 
discussion  in  Congress.  The  Liberal  Papers,  with  an 
introduction  by  Rep.  James  Roosevelt,  Calif.,  grew 
out  of  a  series  of  articles  written  by  several  distin¬ 
guished  scholars,  including  James  P.  Warburg,  David 
Reisman,  Walter  Millis,  Charles  Osgood,  Quincy 
Wright,  and  Emile  Benoit.  A  small  group  of  Congress- 


“Pll  Be  Back” 


men  in  “the  liberal  project”,  headed  by  Rep.  Robert  W. 
Kastenmeier,  Wis.,  discussed  these  papers  informally. 

Since  the  members  of  “the  liberal  project”  were  Demo¬ 
crats,  some  Republicans  are  attempting  to  use  the  book 
as  a  campaign  issue.  On  April  16,  ten  first-term  Re¬ 
publicans  gathered  on  the  House  floor  to  “review”  the 
book.  Some  of  the  comments  reflected  reasoned  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  and  were  helpful  contributions 
toward  public  debate  on  foreign  policy.  Others  added 
little  but  invective:  “This  handbook  of  surrender;” 
“wild  extremism  shown  by  the  apostles  of  appease¬ 
ment  and  the  disciples  of  defeat  found  in  these  ex¬ 
tremist  papers.” 

What  are  some  of  these  “extremist”  ideas?  Recognition 
of  Communist  China  and  seating  in  the  UN;  disengage¬ 
ment  in  Central  Europe;  repeal  of  the  Connally  reser¬ 
vation;  breaking  down  trade  barriers  and  expanding 
cultural  exchanges;  search  for  initiatives  which  the 
United  States  can  take  to  try  to  end  the  arms  race 
Publisher:  Doubleday  &  Co.;  cost,  $1.25. 

PEACE  CORPS.  Congress  has  more  than  doubled  the  i 
funds  available  for  a  U.S.  Peace  Corps  to  $63,750,000  ] 

but  refused  to  raise  the  125-man  ceiling  it  imposed  ] 
last  year  on  the  number  who  could  serve  in  interna-  1 
tional  programs.  1 

1 

FOOD  FOR  PEACE.  The  House  and  Senate  Ag-  ; 
riculture  Committees  have  deleted  a  proposed  new  ( 
Title  5  of  Public  Law  480  which  would  have  authorized  !  i 
an  expanded  effort  to  dispose  of  U.S.  surplus  products  1  ( 
through  the  UN  and  other  international  organizations  I  i 


Washington  Newsletter,  May,  1962 


Page  3 


I  - 


PROGRESS  REPORT  ON  LEGISLATION 


Civil  Rights  Bills  Move  Ahead.  The  end  of  March  the 
Senate  voted  77  to  16  to  ask  the  States  to  ratify  a  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  prohibiting  the  use  of  the  poll 
tax  in  Federal  elections.  S.J.  Res.  29  is  now  pending 
before  the  House  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  Senate  is  debating  S.  2750,  the  Administration’s 
bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  discriminatory  literacy  tests 
to  restrict  voting  in  Federal  elections.  Senate  Majority 
Leader  Mansfield  bypassed  the  Senate  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  in  bringing  the  bill  to  the  floor.  The  Senator 
has  said  that  he  will  let  debate  continue  for  a  “reason¬ 
able  time”  before  trying  to  apply  the  anti-filibuster 
rule  under  which  two-thirds  of  Senators  present  and 
voting  can  end  debate.  According  to  newspaper  re¬ 
ports,  Southern  Senators  are  confident  they  can  kill 
the  bill. 

No  Aid  for  Refugees.  Congress  is  still  debating  the 
merits  of  a  1961  Presidential  request  for  new  authority 
to  operate  the  U.S.  Escapee  Program,  contribute  to 
the  Intergovernmental  Committee  for  European  Migra¬ 
tion  and  the  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees,  and 
aid  Western  Hemispheric  refugees.  March  13  the 
House  passed  H.R.  10079,  which  would  continue  U.S. 
aid  to  refugees  and  provide  special  health,  educational, 
and  employment  assistance  to  Western  Hemispheric 
refugees.  Both  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  Judiciary  Committee  claim  jurisdiction 
over  H.R.  10079,  but  neither  Committee  is  said  to 
be  too  interested  in  having  the  bill  pass.  Yet  legisla¬ 
tion  is  urgently  needed,  for  refugee  programs  are  now 
being  funded  on  an  emergency  basis  out  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  foreign  air  contingency  fund. 

Senator  Philip  A.  Hart,  Mich.,  and  24  other  Senators 
from  17  states  have  introduced  an  important  general 
immigration  bill,  S.  3043,  which  would  revise  the  na¬ 
tional  origins  quota  system  and  provide  for  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  up  to  50,000  refugees  a  year.  S.  3043  is  pend¬ 
ing  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 

Budget  for  Chemical  Warfare  Increased.  The  overall 
budget  for  chemical  and  biological  warfare  is  secret, 
but  the  House-passed  Department  of  Defense  Appro¬ 
priations  bill  includes  $146  million  for  CB  research 
and  development — or  87%  more  than  was  appropri¬ 
ated  last  year.  Additional  millions  will  be  appropriated 
for  production,  procurement  and  salaries  of  military 
personnel. 

Stockpiling  Surplus.  A  Senate  Armed  Services  Sub¬ 
committee  chaired  by  Sen.  Stuart  Symington,  Mo.,  is 
holding  extensive  hearings  on  the  U.S.  stockpiling 
program  under  which  strategic  goods  are  laid  away 
for  an  emergency.  The  investigation  was  requested 
last  January  by  President  Kennedy.  At  that  time  the 
President  announced  that  “the  total  stockpile  now 
amounts  to  some  $7.7  billion  ...  an  amount  that  ex¬ 
ceeds  our  emergency  requirements  as  presently  deter¬ 
mined  by  nearly  S3. 4  billion.  ...  In  some  cases,  the 
I  Government  has  acquired  more  than  seven  times  the 
amount  that  could  possibly  be  used.” 


Although  no  scandal  or  impropriety  has  been  charged, 
some  producers  have  reportedly  made  profits  of  700  to 
1000%  on  sales  to  the  Government.  Certain  materials, 
already  in  surplus  supply,  are  still  being  acquired  under 
long-term  contracts. 

Indian  Education  Still  Inadequate.  The  House  has  ap¬ 
proved  the  expenditure  of  $254.9  million  for  Indian 
health,  education  and  welfare  activities  in  fiscal  1963. 
This  is  13%  more  than  the  fiscal  1962  budget.  Yet 
funds  provided  for  school  construction  are  still  inade¬ 
quate  to  house  all  children.  The  “out-of-school  back¬ 
log”  is  expected  to  total  3,500  at  the  start  of  the  1963 
school  term. 


Business  Lobbying.  The  1962  tax  bill,  H.R.  10650,  as 
passed  by  the  House,  includes  a  provision  which  will 
allow  businessmen  to  deduct  lobbying  expenses  re¬ 
lated  to  legislation  “of  direct  interest”  to  a  taxpayer’s 
business.  The  Senate  Finance  Committee  (Harry  F. 
Byrd,  Va.,  chairman)  is  presently  holding  hearings  on 
the  tax  bill. 

The  lobbying  provision  has  met  with  criticism  on  sev¬ 
eral  counts.  The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
held  no  hearings  on  this  section  of  the  bill.  The 
Treasury  Department  opposes  the  provision  as  it  would 
mean  a  loss  of  revenue.  Sen.  William  Proxmire,  Wis., 
the  most  vocal  opponent,  has  stated  that  the  provision 
“would  give  a  thoroughly  unjustified  tax  advantage 
to  special  business  interests  over  the  public  interest. 
Contributions  to  lobbying  organizations  that  fight  for 
their  ideals — be  they  left,  right,  or  center — are  not 
tax  deductible.” 


Other  Important  Bills.  The  House  Education  and  La¬ 
bor  Committee  has  reported  a  Senate-passed  bill,  S. 
1126,  to  curtail  exploitation  of  migrant  workers  by 
irresponsible  labor  contractors.  Four  other  Senate- 
passed  bills  which  would  improve  living  conditions  of 
migrants  are  still  pending  before  House  Committees: 
S.  1123,  S.  1124,  S.  1130,  and  S.  1132. 

No  action  is  anticipated  on  Rep.  Harold  C.  Ostertag’s 
bill,  H.R.  9742,  to  expand  the  National  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  and  create  a  National  Peaee  College  to  study  and 
examine  “causes  and  means  of  prevention  of  inter¬ 
national  tensions.”  H.R.  9742  is  pending  before  the 
House  Armed  Services  Committee.  .  .  .  The  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  may  hold  hearings  on 
H.R.  9645,  by  Rep.  Edith  Green,  Ore.  H.R.  9645  would 
permit  citizens  to  deduct  contributions  to  the  UN  from 
their  income  tax. 


Sen.  Wayne  Morse,  Ore.,  and  four  others  have  recently 
introduced  a  resolution,  S.  Res.  325,  to  prohibit  the 
serving  of  “hard  liquor”  in  Senate  reception  and  con¬ 
ference  rooms.  Sen.  Morse  has  said  that  if  the  Senate 
Rules  Committee  does  not  report  his  bill  in  a  “fair  pe¬ 
riod,”  he  will  offer  S.  Res.  325  as  an  amendment  to 
some  other  bill  that  is  being  debated  on  the  floor. 
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Foreipi  AitI  Hearings.  Most  of  the  20  public  witnesses 
who  testified  on  April  18  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  Committee  supported  economic  aid  and  tech¬ 
nical  assistance.  Witnesses  included  representatives 
from  the  Methodist  Church,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  Citizens  Committee  for  UNICEF,  National 
Council  of  Jewish  Women  and  Cooperative  League 
of  the  U.S.A.  David  H.  Scull  testified  for  FCNL  before 
the  Senate  and  House  Committees. 

Civil  Defense  News.  Edward  Bevilacqua,  research  chem¬ 
ist  and  Friend  from  Allendale,  N.J.,  testified  on  behalf 
of  FCNL  before  the  Independent  Offices  Subcommittee, 
House  Appropriations  Committee,  in  opposition  to  the 
proposed  civil  defense  appropriation.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  the  Methodists  were  among  the  other 
groups  to  testify. 

In  response  to  FCNL’s  request  for  an  opportunity  to 
testify  on  civil  defense,  the  House  Armed  Services  Com¬ 
mittee  has  asked  that  “a  copy  of  the  proposed  remarks 
of  the  witness  be  furnished  the  Committee  not  later 
than  May  1,  1962.”  Then  a  decision  will  be  made  as 
to  what  witnesses  will  be  heard.  This  procedure,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Committee  staff  member,  is  to  “weed  out 
the  crackpots.” 


and  political  differences.”  AFL-CIO  President  George 
Meany  has  favored  a  gift  of  food  to  Mainland  China. 
A  New  York  Times  editorial  supported  food  for  China. 
Letters  to  and  visits  with  Congressmen  urging  their 
support  are  most  important.  Concerned  individuals 
may  also  wish  to  write  to  the  President  and  to  their 
local  newspapers. 

Hiroshima  Pilfjrims.  Special  note  was  taken  on  the 
Senate  floor  of  the  Washington  visit  of  two  survivors 
of  the  Hiroshima  blast.  Sen.  Oren  Long,  Hawaii, 
commented:  “It  is  tragic  indeed  that  testing  may  have 
to  be  resumed,  and  in  that  respect,  it  may  be  well  for 
us  all  to  consider  the  pleas  of  those  who  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  horrors  of  atomic  bombing.”  FCNL  helped 
to  sponsor  a  luncheon  honoring  the  Pilgrims,  in  the 
Capitol  for  members  of  Congress  and  their  assistants. 
The  group  stayed  with  the  Raymond  Wilson  family. 

“William  Penn”.  12  Friends  wrote  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  Robert  S.  McNamara  April  25  opposing  any 
proposal  to  name  a  Polaris  submarine  “William  Penn.” 
The  letter  states:  “To  so  name  an  instrument  capable 
of  killing  millions  of  innocent  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  would  completely  misconstrue  his  life  and 
teaching.” 

Seattle  Peace  Information  Center.  Readers  who  go  to 
the  World’s  Fair  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Peace  In¬ 
formation  Center,  2308  Third  Ave.,  Seattle,  Wash.  The 
Center  is  operated  by  a  citizens’  group,  in  cooperation 
with  Turn  Toward  Peace. 


Public  Support  for  Food  for  China.  There  is  evidence  “Gentle  Persuaders”.  Don’t  forget  the  June  8  NBC-TV 

of  growing  public  support  for  food  for  China,  although  showing  of  “Gentle  Persuaders,”  a  film  depicting  certain 

the  Government  denied  an  export  license  application  Friends  activities 

March  23.  The  Master  of  the  National  Grange  and 

the  President  of  the  Farm  Bureau  Federation  have  The  April  Current  features  several  articles  of  interest 

both  supported  the  sale  of  food  to  Mainland  China.  A  to  FCNL  readers:  “Can  We  Afford  Disarmament”, 

Kansas  Freedom  from  Hunger  Committee  has  pre-  “Guerrilla  War  for  the  U.S.,”  “The  Uses  of  Violence,” 

pared  an  open  letter  to  President  Kennedy,  requesting  and  “Divided  Germany.”  For  a  complimentary  copy, 

the  shipment  of  surplus  food  to  Communist  China  “as  write  Mr.  Sidney  Hertzberg,  Editor,  Current,  905  Madi- 

an  act  of  human  compassion  regardless  of  ideological  son  Avenue,  New  York  21. 
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